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FLYING MEDICAL SERVICE 
CLOSURE 

At a Meeting of the Executive Council on Thursday, 8th 
February, 1968, it was decided to publish the following State-
ment concerning the closure of the Flying Medical Service: 

On the 14th December, 1967, a Special Meeting of Council 
was called to consider a Report from the Federal Secretary regard-
ing the state of affairs then in existence within the Flying Medical 
Service. Earlier reports from our Executive Officers at previous 
Council Meetings had revealed a trend and sequence of events 
which had given us cause for great concern, and at the November 
Council Meeting we had given the Federal Secretary leave to in-
vestigate the future of this aspect of our work. 

The resignation of our Doctor, and her appointment by the 
Murat Bay District Council to the Ceduna practice created a serious 
situation and at the November Meeting we had appointed a Doctor 
for a period of six months to allow our investigations to be carried 
further. This appointment did not give us the breathing space we 
had hoped for as the Doctor resigned after one week of virtual 
inactivity whilst responsible for the flying work only. This, coupled 
with the dramatic drop in radio work following installation of a 
P.M.G. radio phone at Coober Pedy, indicated that it was unlikely 
that there would be sufficient justification for maintaining the service 
effectively during 1968. We had accepted these developments with 
the knowledge that it may well prove inevitable that we were 
approaching the time of achievement of our purposes in originating 
this work. 

From the November enquiry, it had been ascertained that the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service, South Australian Section, was prepared 
to consider favourably the extension of its present work from Port 
Augusta to afford the same medical and radio cover to the people 
of the network. The December Meeting, having received a survey 
of the situation, resolved to accelerate the discussions with 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and not to attempt to proceed with 
the appointment of another Doctor. Subsequent negotiations with 
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Royal Flying Doctor Service, have resulted in that Service assuming 
responsibility for aerial and radio work from 15th February. 

We are aware that to many members of the Society this 
decision will come as a shock. We all regret the practical circum-
stances which have brought about the cessation of this vital aspect 
of Society endeavour. 

We place on record our appreciation to Almighty God for this 
opportunity for Christian witness that has been given by the many 
people who have contributed to this unique work. We commend to 
your prayers and to your continued practical support the work of 
the Nursing Sisters within the Hospitals of the network, and the 
continuing work of the Society. 

Chairman of Council. 

I am sure that the Council 
statement which has preceded 
this will be greeted with mixed 
feelings by many. To those of 
us who have been so intimately 

From the 
Federal 
Secretary 

concerned with the develop-
ments over the past months it 
has been a difficult time. We 
have been forced into being 
realistic in the face of so many 

changes in circumstances since 
we first became involved in 
medical work from Ceduna. 

Whilst there have been 
several expressions of opinion 
from various sources, I would 
quote some words from the 
West Coast Sentinel (24/1 /68) , 
the paper which circulates in and 
around Ceduna: "The announce-
ment . . . rings down the curtain 
on a long and eventful service 
covering all aspects of com-
munity development. The Bush 
Church Aid Society decision is 
a recognition that Ceduna and 
other towns can now govern and 
service themselves without the 
active support of this missionary 
group which has in itself set an 
Australian achievement". 

There is no doubt at all in my 
mind that this seemingly nega-
tive decision is, in fact, a force-
ful declaration of positive 
achievement. In so many other 
spheres of endeavour the 
Society has been called upon to 
render assistance till the growth 
of local responsibility and cir-
cumstance is such that our help 
is no longer required or neces-
sary. Because of our willingness 
to honour this basic principle of 
Society endeavour, I am certain 
that other opportunities in other 
places will follow. 

We have been assured that 
the "Mantle of Safety" — radio 
communication, aerial transport 
and the availability of a Doctor 

— to the people of the network 
will be maintained. Through 
our nursing staff in Ceduna and 
Wudinna for the present and at 
Cook, Tarcoola and Coober 
Pedy in the foreseeable future 
there will continue the same 
sense of vital Christian witness 
together with a ministry of the 
clergy from Ceduna and Tar-
coola. As hitherto, the Gospel 
of God's redeeming love will 
continue to be lived out by 
committed people in their every-
day practical witness. Their task 
will be made a little more diffi-
cult because of the loss of 
fellowship with other members 
of "the family". 

I, too, would commend these 
folk to your prayers and con-
tinued support as we give thanks 
to God for the vision, effort and 
faith of so many who have 
brought us and others to this 
point of attainment of our pur-
pose. 
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Camp Smoky 
Mr. John Crocker 

"On the shores of Smoky 
Bay" begins the Camp song . . . 

Smoky Bay takes refuge on 
the West Coast of South Aus-
tralia twenty-five miles east of 
Ceduna, where B.C.A. has a 
Camp site. The Camp was held 
from 29th December to 5th 
January for children living along 
the Trans-Australian Railway 
line — the Reverend Brian 
Carter's "parish" — Brian being 
stationed at Tarcoola. 

The first children to leave 
home for the Camp were those 
from Rawlinna — two hundred 
miles west of the Western Aus-
tralian border — their train left 
at two o'clock in the morning! 
They p i c k e d up children 
from Reid (also in Western Aus-
tralia) and then from Cook. 

The children disembarked at 
Ooldea which is two hundred 
miles into South Australia — 
Ooldea consists of a station sign, 
no station and a few houses. 
There a bus picked them up, 
leaving Ooldea at a quarter to 
three in the afternoon. 

The one hundred miles of 
"road" south from Ooldea to the 
Eyre Highway is one of the worst 
stretches of road in Australia. 
There were numerous sandhills 
to be encountered on the way. 
The bus driver let us know when 
we were approaching one by 
calling out, "Hang on kids" as he 
gave the bus full throttle! 

We finally reached the high-
way safely, then a further 110 
miles to Ceduna, arriving there 
at 9.00 p.m. 

We had tea in the Church 
Hall and then on to Smoky, a 
further twenty-five miles. On 
our arrival there was no need 
to tell anyone it was time for 
bed! 

We were all up early next 
morning looking over the Camp 
site and the beach. 

The Camp staff consisted of 
the Revd. Brian Carter (the 
Camp Leader), John Crocker 
(the B.C.A. Dentist) from Ceduna 
(Assistant) and Mrs. Carter and 
Mrs. Abernett, who looked after 

Smoky Bay Campers head for the beach. 

the catering — eleven children 
attended the Camp. 

The Camp day followed nor-
mal camp routine, rising, quiet 
time, breakfast — the children 
being rostered for duties. We 
averaged two Bible Studies a 
day, in which the basic elements 
of the Christian life were 
studied. We also went swim-
ming, fishing (our total catch 
was one fish and three crabs!!!), 
hiking and three outings. 

The children attending the 
Camp really appreciated what 
was being done for them and 
were very open to the Gospel 
message. 

On the Wednesday night we 
had the Camp Concert with most 
of the children participating. 

The End-of-Camp Service 
came all too soon. We were 
awakened at a quarter to four 
on Friday morning and we had 
to leave Smoky Bay by five. It 
was still dark when we rose and 
the lighting plant would not 
start. Auxiliary lighting con-
sisted of a Tilley lamp and a 
torch. Breakfast was eaten and 
luggage loaded on to the bus. 
We left as the sun was beginning 
to shine its light across the bay 
—the children singing the Camp 
song as we left. • 
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• The Revd. Dick Pether, with 
his wife Ann and their son Ash-
ley, have joined the staff to as-
sist in the rapidly developing 
work around Wittenoom and 
Mt. Newman. They come from 
Perth, and Dick received his 
training at Woolaston College. 

9 Mr. and Mrs. Graham Mantle, 
with their four children, have 
taken up the work at the Port 
Lincoln Hostel. Graham and 
Nancy come from the Parish of 
Baulkham Hills. 

• The Bishop of North-West 
Australia has advised us that the 
Reverend Geoff Plester, of that 
Diocese, is to take over the 
ministry at Wyndham, leaving 
the Reverend Barry Green with 
more time to concentrate on the 
Ord River and surrounding 
areas. The Reverend Wally 
Devitt, a worker-priest, is going 
to Derby, and will be able to 
give valuable assistance to the 
Reverend Brian Viney. 

• The New Year brought a 
number of staff changes, and as 
we farewell former members 
with our appreciation for their 
faithful ministries, so we wel-
come the new additions to the 
Society family. 

Mr. John Lindridge, our pilot 
with F.M.S. since 1962, has re-
turned to another position in 
Melbourne. Harry and Ruth 
Rich and family are returning 
from Port Lincoln after three 
years at the Girls' Hostel. John 
Crocker has resigned from the 
Dental practice, and Miss Wendy 
Hill from the nursing service. 
Incidentally, we congratulate 
John and Wendy on the an-

nouncement of their engage-
ment in January. 
• Our best wishes to Miss 
Annette Martin, of Wiley Park, 
who has accepted the position of 
Matron at Carpentaria College, 
Darwin. Although Annette is 
not serving as a B.C.A. staff 
member, the College is liberally 
subsidised by the Society, so 
we feel that we have a special 
link with her new work at 
Darwin. 
• Miss Lynette Mobbs, who as-
sisted at Moree Hostel and later 
at Wudinna Hospital, has left 
our service, and we offer our 
prayerful good wishes for her 
future. 
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• The increased postal charges 
has placed a heavy burden on 
mailings of the "Real Australian", 
and we are anxious to avoid 
duplicated or incorrect ad-
dresses, or sending the maga-
zine to those who no longer 
desire to receive our literature. 
Some errors are inevitable when 
more than 14,000 copies are 
posted at a time, and we would 
like to hear of necessary correc-
tions to our records. May we 
also remind supporters not to 
send boxes or money by post, as 
several reports have been re-
ceived of damaged or opened 
mail. 

# With the sale of the Ced'una 
Pharmacy to Mr. Bill Carter, we 
farewell Bill and Celia as staff 
members, though they will con-
tinue to be closely associated 
with the parish and hospital 
work at Ceduna. 

• Sister Yvonne Newnham has 
returned to Wudinna for a 
further term of service, and 
Sister Pat Darby has joined the 
nursing staff. Pat has trained at 
Deaconess House in addition to 
her nursing training and ex-
perience. 

• The Women's Auxiliary 
(Sydney) held their Annual 
Communion Service and An-
nual Meeting on the 21st Feb-
ruary. The date for this year's 
Fair has been set down for Fri-
day, 26th July. 

• Another "new arrival" to the 
B.C.A. scene is Jane Louise 
Carnaby, born on 29th Novem-
ber, the second daughter of the 
Reverend and Mrs. Ernie Car-
naby, who are stationed at Leigh 
Creek. 
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Keep the date free: 

FRIDAY, 24th MAY, 1968 
ST. ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 

AND CHAPTER HOUSE 
• 6.30 p.m. Annual Thanksgiving Service 

• 8.00 p.m. Annual Rally 



Mantle of Safety 
The Bush Church Aid Society's Flying Medical Services, a 

Ceduna based activity of the Church of England, has played a 
proud, if relatively unpublicised, part in providing a "mantle of 
safety" for the Far West outback of S.A. The F.M.S., covering some 
80,000 square miles of territory, was inaugurated by pilot-engineer 
Mr. A. Chadwick — and a Fox Moth aircraft — in 1938. Milestones 
in its history include the start of a fishing boat radio network in 
1954 and a radio school for outback children in 1956. 

Now it has been decided that the area covered by the Flying 
Medical Services will be taken over by the famed, Australia-wide 
Royal Flying Doctor Service. People of the West, while saddened 
at the imminent passing of their "own" flying medical service, will 
know that, from the Port Augusta base of the R.F.D.S., the most 
modern aerial medical aid will still be available to them. 

Editorial in the Adelaide "Advertiser", 1 9 / 1 / 6 8 . 
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The Place of Prayer 

The following pages represent a daily prayer calendar which 
is revised with each issue. We earnestly seek your prayers for 
the individual members of our staff. We suggest you remove these 
centre pages from the magazine and keep them for your regular 
devotional use. 

Further prayer items and information letters are sent at 
regular intervals to all members of the B.C.A. Fellowship of Prayer. 

Membership in the Fellowship is invited from all who are 
concerned in the prayer support of our work. There is no joining 
or membership fee, although a badge pin (or brooch) may be 
purchased for 40c if so desired. 

Send your name and address to the N.S.W. or Victorian 
Secretary and the prayer letter will be forwarded to you. 
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THE PLACE OF PRAYER - A DAILY PRAYER CALENDAR 

1st Miss Rose Campbell, Miss Barbara Hyett and all the 
helpers and scholars in the Mail Bag Sunday School. 

2nd Mr. and Mrs. Bob Brown, and the boys at Urallie Hostel, 
Moree, N.S.W. 

3rd The Revd. and Mrs. Barry Green and the Ord River 
Mission, W.A. 

4th The Revd. and Mrs. Brian Viney and the Derby Mission, 
W.A, 

5th The Revd. and Mrs. Michael Pennington and the Port 
Hedland Mission, W.A. 

6th The Revd. and Mrs. Richard Pether at Wittenoom, W.A. 

7th The Revd. and Mrs. Len Greenhall and the Dampier 
Mission, W.A. 

8th The Revd. and Mrs. Bernard Buckland and the Murchi-
son Mission, W.A. 

9th The Revd. and Mrs. Bill Lawton and the Mullewa 
Mission, W.A. 

10th The Revd. and Mrs. Blair Grace and the Norseman 
Mission, W.A. 

11th Sisters Lola Higgs and Maude Ross at Cook Hospital, 
S.A. 

12th Sisters Barbara Fox and Rosemary Bond at the Tarcoola 
Hospital, S.A. 

13th The Revd. and Mrs. Brian Carter and the North-West 
Line Mission, Tarcoola, S.A. 

14th Mr. and Mrs. Stan Hummerston and the administrative 
work within the Medical Service. 

15th The work of the Ceduna Dental Service. 

16th The Revd. and Mrs. Ron Keynes and the Ceduna 
Mission, S.A, 

17th Sisters Julia Zillman, Vera Holle, Heather Heaver, Pat 
Darby, and Jean Griffen at the Ceduna Hospital, S.A. 

18th Mr. and Mrs. Allan Chadwick, at Ceduna, S.A. 

19th Sisters Nancy Wilkins, Ellen Mackay, Yvonne Newnham 
and Pamela Lloyd at Wudinna Hospital, S.A. 

20th Mr. and Mrs. Graham Mantle and the girls at Port 
Lincoln Hostel, S.A. 

21st Sisters Lilian Morgan and Judy Stack at the Coober Pedy 
Medical Centre, S.A. 

22nd The Revd. and Mrs. Ernie Carnaby and the Leigh Creek 
Mission, S.A. 

23rd The Revd. and Mrs. Brian O'Grady and the Wilcannia 
Mission, N.S.W. 

24th Mr. and Mrs. Bert Kennett, Miss Myra Attwood and the 
boys at the Broken Hill Hostel, N.S.W. 

25th The Revd. and Mrs. Ray Neve and the Menindee 
Mission, N.S.W. 

26th The Revd. and Mrs. Bill Jobling and the Mission Dis-
trict of Outer Mt. Isa, North Queensland. 

27th A continuing supply of replacement staff, our Box 
Secretaries, supporters and friends of the Society. 
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28th The Revd. Canon Bill Rich, the Revd. Les Wigg ins , the 
Executive and Council of the Society. 

29th The Revd. John STOckdale, Mrs. Win i f red Hughes and 
the Victorian Commit tee, and our Representative in 
South Austral ia, Mr. A lban Kirkby. 

30th The Revd. Barry Huggett , Mr . Laurie Calder, Mr . Frank 
Burner, Mrs. Joy O'Nei l l , Misses Robin Gosper, Mar i lyn 
Palmer and Beverley Tonkies. 

31st Thanksgiving for blessings received, for opportuni t ies 
of service and for the g row t h of the Society since its 
tormat ion. 

THE B.C.A. PRAYER 

O Lord our God, make us ever mindful of those who live in 
the remote parts of our land. Bless, we beseech Thee, all those 
whom Thou hast drawn into the fellowship of the Bush Church Aid 
Society. Grant that, through the ministry of the Word and Sacra-
ments, through healing, and through caring and instruction of the 
young, the message of Thy redeeming love may thus be pro-
claimed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A DAILY PRAYER 

O God, we remember before Thee those whom Thou hast 
called to Thy service. Bless them this day, we beseech Thee, as we 
pray for Call forth others 
to stand with them in their task. Grant to them, as to us, the joy 
of service, the ability to achieve and the serenity of Thy peace, for 
Jesus' sake. 

Amen. 
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Nonstop 
at Moree 

Mr. Bob Brown 

The Moree Hostel is situated 
420 miles north-west of Sydney 
on the black soil plains. It has 
a population of 7,000 people 
and boasts an artesian bore 
pool, the temperature of the 
water at the bore head being 
112 degrees. 

The town's most recent attrac-
tion is the new satellite station 
which by the time this article is 
printed will be in full use, 
handling as many as 1,200 over-
seas phone calls at the one time. 
The town also has an all-weather 
aerodrome with flights to Syd-
ney four days a week. 

We have 24 boys here at the 
Hostel plus three of our own, 
making 27 in all. The boys 
come from as far away as Col-
larenabri (89 miles), Mungindi 
(87 miles), Rowena (67 miles), 
Balatta (40 miles), Croppa Creek 
(60 miles) and Garah (60 miles). 
Most of these boys live on pro-
perties although we have a few 
boys who live in the towns 
mentioned. 

The boys rise at 6.30 in the 
morning, wash and get dressed, 
make beds and help tidy the 
room. Then at 7.00 the break-
fast bell is rung and everyone 
has breakfast. We have a Bible 
reading and explain the passage 
of Scripture to the boys, fo l -
lowed by a prayer time. At 
about 7.40 the chores have to 
be done, so some of the boys 
wash up, others peel the vege-
tables, some sweep the dining 
room and another group sweeps 
the study room. At 8.00 they 
get into the Hostel bus and are 
taken to school which is in the 
middle of the town V/i miles 
away. 

While they are away the 
Hostel staff really get cracking. 
With 27 boys you can imagine 
the washing and ironing that has 
to be done each day, cooking 
to be done, floors to be 
polished, rooms to scrub out, 
mail and messages to be got, 
that broken window to be 
mended that the golf ball 
mysteriously broke yesterday, 
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Mrs. Irene Brown checks food supplies — "Anyone for tea?" 

or the bed that fell apart on its 
own (of course nobody was 
fighting on it or anything like 
that!), lawns to mow and a hun-
dred other things that crop up 
around any home. 

Then at 3.30 p.m. it is time to 
go and pick the boys up from 
school. 

You can imagine the din in the 
kitchen as 27 hungry and thirsty 
boys rush in the door looking for 
their afternoon tea and trying to 
tell us something that happened 
during the day. At 5.00 we have 
tea and afterwards the washing 
up is done and then it is free 
time until 6.30. At this time the 
boys go to the study and do 

their homework and study until 
8.00 p.m. Then it is T.V. time 
till 9.00 and then off to bed. 

This is the normal routine 
Monday to Friday. Some Fri-
day nights the boys go to the 
pictures. Saturday some of the 
boys play golf, others play 
cricket or football depending on 
the season. Saturday afternoon 
everyone goes to the baths and 
Saturday night is T.V. night. 
Some of the boys prefer to read 
or listen to the radio while others 
play on the verandah. 

The Parish Church plays an 
important part in the week's 
activities. C.E.B.S. is attended 
by the primary school boys and 
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some of the older boys attend 
the junior fellowship. On Sun-
day the secondary school boys 
go to early Communion and the 
primary school boys go to Sun-
day School. 

Last year in the winter 
months we took our family (all 
27) to Lightning Ridge where 
we had a day's prospecting. We 
also went to a rodeo and some 
of the lads tried their hand at 
riding a calf. We have also had 
a visit to the Satellite Station. 

We try to run the Hostel as a 
normal home. This is difficult at 
times, but on the whole it works 
reasonably well. We have our 
share of toothache, earache, 

sore toes, skinned knees and 
bruises, while others may have 
something more seriously wrong 
such as tonsillitis, gastric flu or 
bronchitis. Doctor's appoint-
ments and dentist's appoint-
ments have to be kept and music 
lessons attended too. 

We feel for these boys as 
though they were our own. Re-
cently we attended the school 
Speech Night and some of the 
boys received prizes and 
awards. We were as proud of 
them as if we were their parents. 

This work is a great challenge 
to Irene and myself, and as the 
Lord leads us so we follow and 
witness to these boys as each 
opportunity arises. • 
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Menindee 
The Revd. Ray Neve 

Parish Church and new Hall, Menindee. 

What is it? Hot, dry and 
dusty. It is the sixth day of the 
present heatwave, yesterday 
the official temperature was 112 
degrees. Today, well, it can be 
anybody's guess. 

For several years now this 
area has been affected by a 
drought. Menindee having the 
lowest rainfall in New South 
Wales last year, 204 points, 
some station properties had even 
less. January has been a little 
more promising in various falls 
we have equalled last year's 
rainfall, but what growth there 
is will be badly affected by this 
heat. 

Menindee is a small township 
on the Darling River, with a 
colourful history going back be-
fore the days of Burke and 
Wills. The rooms where they 
stayed at one of the two present 
hotels is still in use and the party 
camped for some six months 
just outside the town. The grave 
of one of the camel drivers is 
an item of tourist interest. 

Menindee is perhaps best 
known at present for the vast 
lake storage scheme a few miles 
out of town. The water is at 
present used to supplement the 
flow down the Darling then into . 
the Murray at Wentworth to 
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make sure that S.A. gets an ade-
quate supply. The lakes provide 
facilities for swimming, speed-
boats and water skiing and 
yachting. 

The local water is pumped 
direct from the Darling as it is 
by the local market gardeners. 

Menindee, on the railway 
line, will in the years ahead see 
the east-west trains passing 
through. 

The Church of Holy Trinity is a 
solid concrete block building 
erected in 1924, which took the 
place of an old wooden build-
ing. Through the present and 
past efforts of the Ladies' Guild, 
and a loan of $800 from the 
Bank, it was found possible to 

erect a hall alongside the 
Church towards the end of last 
year. This is a 50 ft. x 20 ft. 
building of solid construction 
built to meet the present and 
future requirements, yet with a 
view to economy and upkeep. 
It is anticipated that it will take 
several years to meet the loan 
after which some essential work 
inside the building will be car-
ried out. 

Before this building was com-
pleted, the Rectory besides the 
Church was being used for Sun-
day School classes. In fact, the 
only rooms not being used were 
the bedrooms and bathroom. 
Any other activities also had to 
be held in the small Rectory. 
We are thankful to one Sydney 
Church's Ladies' Guild and Sun-

The Revd. and Mrs. Ray Neve and their children, Andrew and David. 
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day School for help towards the 
purchase of Sunday School 
equipment for the Hall. 

We have been encouraged 
with the increase of the num-
ber of children coming to Sun-
day School at Menindee over 
the past two years, but there is 
room for improvement that they 
might be more regular in at-
tendance and there are more 
who could go but we have 
found an apathy and indif-
ference among parents towards 
sending and encouraging their 
children that we did not find in 
Wilcannia. There are a number 
of young teenagers coming re-
gularly to Church and we have 
been greatly encouraged by the 
keenness of two young married 
couples who were confirmed 
several months ago. A Christian 

School Teacher has provided 
music by playing and singing 
last year. This year she goes to 
Bible College in Sydney. The 
weekly combined Bible Study 
and monthly youth meeting is 
still going strong. There have 
been decisions for Christ by 
some teenagers and children at 
combined functions. 

Please pray for these people, 
the need for an organist this 
year, for an effective outreach 
for Christ, in particular in re-
lation to the Billy Graham 
Crusade and the use of films. 

Thank you for your present 
and past prayer support. We 
continue to look to you, for what 
we have seen God do has been 
the result of the prayers of 
many. • 
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Curios displayed in our shop at 135 Bathurst Street. 

Coober Pedy Medical Centre. 

More Precious than Opals 
Sister L. Morgan 

It is rather difficult to explain 
the work of the B.C.A. Medical 
Centre at Coober Pedy — there 
are so many aspects to consider, 
so many situations peculiar to 
this opal-producing community 
in the outback of South Aus-
tralia. 

Some, perhaps, would rather 
hear of the actual work, done 
at the Medical Centre by the 
two Sisters resident there. They 
treat many of the common ail-
ments which are due directly to 
the sometimes hazardous task of 
mining for opal which most re-
sidents undertake. It's not un-
usual to treat both adults and 

children who have suffered from 
the misuse of mining equip-
ment or gelegnite (some chil-
dren think it looks like a lolly!), 
and a foot can always slip while 
clambering up a narrow forty-
feet deep shaft. At times like 
these, the dug-out dwellers of 
this isolated community really 
are thankful for the radio con-
tact now with Dr. Green at Port 
Augusta, formerly with Dr. M. 
Mueller at Ceduna. 

The service of the Medical 
Centre doesn't end there! About 
30 children from the settlement 
have been provided with the 
opportunity of attending Sun-
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day School in the garage. The 
car (which is provided and 
maintained by B.C.A.) serves 
well on Sunday mornings by 
travelling as far as the 8-mile 
field to pick up children and 
then sitting out in the sun until 
the time comes to run a chorus-
singing group of children back 
to the various dug-outs and tin 
sheds where they live. 

That grey Holden Station 
Sedan is well known by the 
children. They see it parked 
outside the school yard each 
Wednesday morning while one 
of the Sisters conducts a Re-
ligious Instruction period. They 
see it moving over the rough 
road to the airstrip (two miles 
away) on a "Doctor's Day" once 
a month or in the case of an 
emergency flight. The children 
accept the Centre as an inherent 
part of Coober Pedy, but their 
parents well remember what it 
was like just three years ago 
when they had to depend on 
volunteer local residents for 
medical treatment and first aid. 

The Centre was officially 
opened in February, 1965, by 
Sir Lyell McEwin, although one 
patient managed to be admitted 
before the actual ceremony. 

And now, three years later, 
despite the many changes in 
the external appearance of the 
Centre including a comfortable 
waiting room, the work remains 
the same. There are still the 

aboriginal folk to treat for cuts, 
bruises and infections; there are 
still the miners to treat for in-
juries received from the falling 
bucket or rock; and there is still 
the never-ending battle against 
low standards of hygiene which 
are so easily found in a com-
munity where the water ration is 
25 gallons per person each 
week. The population is so 
transient — the estimated popu-
lation of 500 increases by more 
than 100% in winter months. 

Perhaps the task of healing 
the sick is enough to undertake, 
but there is an even greater task 
— that of preaching the Gospel 
of Christ in the lives of those 
who serve at the Medical Cen-
tre. About one week in every 
two months sees the Rev. Brian 
Carter (from Tarcoola) in 
Coober Pedy and he conducts 
a service at the Centre. There 
is no Anglican Church building 
there and services are held in 
the corrugated iron garage or 
on the Hospital verandah if there 
are no patients. Despite the in-
convenience and heat, services 
are fairly well attended and 
there were nine children and 
one adult baptised during the 
last six months. There is a need 
in the hearts and lives of these 
folk as there is in each individual 
outside Christ. "Australia for 
Christ" — a great responsibility 
for B.C.A.? — Yes, and a great 
privilege. # 
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The Bush Church Aid Society 

FIELD STAFF: 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA, N.S.W. 
WiScannia—The Revd. B. O'Grady. 
Menindee—The Revd. R. Neve. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA, S.A. 
Leigh Creek—The Revd. E. Carnaby. 
Ceduna/Penong—The Revd. R. Keynes. 
Tarcoola—The Revd. B. Carter. 

DIOCESE OF KALGOORLIE, W.A. 
Norseman—The Revd. B. Grace. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH-WEST AUSTRALIA 
Mul lewa—The Revd. W. Lawton. 
Mount Magnet—The Revd. B. Buckland. 
Dampier—The Revd. L. Greenhal l . 
Port Hedland—The Revd. M. Pennington. 
Wittenoom—The Revd. G. Pether. 
Derby—The Revd. B. V iney. 
Kununurra—The Revd. B. Green. 
Carnarvon—Grant-in-aid. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH QUEENSLAND 
Outer Mt. Isa—The Revd. W. Job l ing . 
Religious Broadcasting—Grant-in-aid. 

DIOCESE OF BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND 
Kilkivan (Cherbourg Mission)—Grant- in-aid. 

MAIL BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Director: Miss R. Campbel l . 

HOSTELS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
BROKEN HILL, N.S.W. PORT LINCOLN, S.A. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. KENNETT Mr. and Mrs. G. MANTLE 
Miss M. ATTWOOD 

MOREE, N.S.W. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. BROWN 
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